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XVII, 30 MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BULLETIN 



Alexander Cochrane 

Trustee of the Museum 1913-1919 

AT a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Museum, held April 1 7, the President announced 
the death of Alexander Cochrane, and read the following minute prepared at the request of the 
Committee on the Museum : 

"The Trustees of the Museum of Fine Arts desire to place upon the records of this meeting their 
sense of the loss which the Museum has sustained through the death of Alexander Cochrane. 

44 Mr. Cochrane was elected a Trustee of this Board January 16, 1913, and continued in office 
until his death, April 10, 1919. Upon his election he was appointed a member of the Committee of 
the Museum and a member of the Visiting Committee to the Department of Paintings, and in 1915 
was chosen a member of the Finance Committee. He held all these positions at his death. 

44 In the discharge of these various activities Mr. Cochrane undertook rather to pass upon policies 
and actions than to originate them. To the deliberations on these many and varied matters he brought 
in a large degree the quality of wisdom. A man of high ideals, he felt that the Museum should be an 
institution of high ideals in its relation not only to the public, but to those who spend their lives in its 
service. A man of great business sagacity and deeply alive to the gravity of current deficits, he yet had 
the courage to urge the expenditure of the unrestricted endowment of the Museum in directions that he 
believed would prove of ultimate value. He manifested this attitude in many ways : for instance, in the 
purchase as occasion arose of a great work of art or in the decision to open the Museum free to the 
public at all times. In all these ways he took what may well be called the larger view, confident that 
the public would ultimately give the support necessary to a great and growing institution. Mr. Cochrane 
had other qualities only less important than those of wisdom and courage. A man of vigorous feelings, 
he brought to the deliberations a singular and unfailing modesty, courtesy and justice, and also a profound 
recognition that the final judgment should be that of the Board or of the Committee and not that of the 
individual. These qualities brought to him the respect and liking of every Trustee and the deep affection 
of those more intimately associated with him — an affection of which he in his modesty was little conscious. 

44 In his life Mr. Cochrane gave often and generously to the Museum, and at his death he 
bequeathed to it the portrait by Stuart of Governor James Sullivan and four other paintings to be selected 
by the Trustees from his collection. 

44 The Trustees desire to express to the family of Mr. Cochrane their sincere appreciation of his life 
and their deep regret at his death." 

It was thereupon voted to adopt the minute as read. 




Acquisitions March 6 to May 1, 1919 

Egyptian Art. Small head of a lion, blue 

glass Gift of Mrs. Robert Soutter. 

Classical Art. Two gems set in gold 

rings ; silver coin of Alexander Gift of Mrs. George G. Crocker. 

Gold coin of Philip of Macedon Bequest of George A. Kittredge. 

Paintings. The Henry C. and Martha B. 

Angell Collection (see pp. 2 1 -27) Gift of Martha B. Angell. 

Drawing attributed to Giorgione Purchased. 

Portrait of Martin Brimmer, by Sarah 

Head of an Angel Gothic Wyman Whitman Gift of Mrs. Richard Morris Hunt and 

Mrs. Sarah Wyman Whitman. 

Western Art. Stone column, Gothic, thirteenth century Purchased. 

Four wood columns, carved and gilded Gift of Frank Gair Macomber. 

Head of an angel, Gothic, thirteenth century Gift of J. Templeman Coolidge. 

Byzintine illumination Purchased from the Arthur Mason 

Knapp Fund. 

Silver-gilt chalice, Mexican, eighteenth century Gift of Mrs. Eman L. Beck. 

Marble bust of Francis Dana, by Edward Brackett Gift of Miss Isabella H. Dana. 

Credence, Gothic, fifteenth century Purchased from the Francis Skinner 

Fund. 

Five fans and one ring Gift of Miss Sarah C. Bradlee. 

Oriental dagger Gift of Mrs. Linzee Tilden. 

Soup tureen Gift of William P. Blake in memory of 

Anne Dehon Blake. 



